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Group calls for clinic in each 
school
Sexual health clinics offering 
pregnancy tests and the morning-
after pill should be available in every 
secondary school, the influential 
Sex Education Forum has told the 
Government.

Tribunal rules against 
Christian counsellor
A ‘Relate’’ relationship counsellor whose 
beliefs prevented him from offering sex 
therapy to same sex couples has lost 
his claim of religious discrimination. 

Ed: This is a further case that has gone 
against Christians following recent 
legislation and we expect there will be 
even worse cases to follow. See Notes 
and Comment which was written in 
relation to the Brighton Pilgrim Homes 
case. 

Mum has healthy baby after 
doctors advised her to abort
A couple who went against medical 
opinion and twice refused an abortion 
before switching hospitals are now the 
proud parents of a healthy baby boy.

Drugs prompt body to fix 
itself with own stem cells
The latest advance in adult stem cell 
research, which bypasses the need for 
human embryos, has raised questions 
about whether embryonic research 
needs to continue at all.

Controlled prostitution 
queried on BBC Radio
The BBC is questioning an MP’s 
assertion that 80 per cent of prostitutes 
are controlled for another person’s 
gain. It is thought that 95% are 
addicted to Class A drugs. Meanwhile 
new legislation introduced in Norway 
will make it illegal to pay for sex in a 
bid to stamp out human trafficking and 
exploitation.

Mum slams abortion law as 
23-week baby lives
The mother of a baby girl who survived 
after being born at 23 weeks - one 
week below the legal time limit for 
abortion - says her daughter is “living 
proof” that the law needs updating.

Fruit machines hit new 
jackpot
Jackpots are to double in fruit 
machines with the backing of the 
Government, despite criticism that it 
will cause more addiction.

Religious adoption groups 
face legal fight for survival 
A stay of execution against faith-based 
adoption agencies ran out on New 
Year’s Day, with opponents claiming 
they must bow to ‘gay rights’ laws or 
face crippling legal action.

News in Brief
from the 

Christian Institute

For more details of these and other 
news items see the Christian Institute 

website www.christian.org.uk

Caleb, along with others, was chosen by 
Moses to spy out the Promised Land of 
Canaan.1 Their instructions were clear—
to discover the strength of the inhabitants, 
where and how they lived, and whether 
the land was fertile. Moreover, they were 
to bring back some fruit.2 On their return, 
they brought grapes, pomegranates and 
figs. But as for the inhabitants, they 
reported that they were strong and their 
cities were well-protected.3 

Caleb stood out as one who was unafraid 
and all for going forward, saying, ‘Let us 
go up at once and possess it; for we are 
well able to overcome it.’4

But his words fell on deaf ears. Moreover, 
the Israelites rebelled against Moses and 
Aaron. You can read in Numbers 14:1-
10 how just two men stood firm: Joshua 
and Caleb, putting their trust in God, and 
positively refusing to yield.  That is the 
example to follow: -

‘Courage, brother, do not stumble,
Though thy path be dark as night;
There’s a star to guide the humble:
Trust in God, and do the right.
Let the road be long and dreary,
And its end far out of sight;
Foot it bravely – strong or weary:
Trust in God, and do the right.’5

Cause for Thought
by Peter Murcott

by Leslie Price

If one writes that the Vatican has been a 
major centre of evil, few Protestants would 
demur. But to suggest that the evil intensi-

fied as the twentieth century neared its end 
might seem doubtful. Did not the Second 
Vatican Council signal the end of various 
abuses, from liturgy in a foreign language to 
the index of forbidden books?

Much of the century’s tragedy came in the 
international arena. An early omen was the 
1914 Vatican concordat negotiated with Serbia 
by Pacelli and signed on 24 June, four days 
before the assassination at Sarajevo. It ensured 
that Austria was already angry with Serbia, and 
made it harder to avoid the First World War.

The Lateran treaty of 1929 with Mussolini in 
Italy recognised the Vatican as an independent 
state. The consequences of this were graver 
than its interest to tourists and stamp collectors 
might suggest. Such a state could shelter Jews 
or Nazis, offer banking facilities to criminals 
into which the Italian government could not 
reach, and refuse to hand over fugitives from 
justice, or files about child abusers.

The 1933 concordat, negotiated again by 
Pacelli, which he signed with Hitler, enabled the 
Nazis to neutralise the RC church in Germany, 
which had previously been an opponent of 
Nazism. Pacelli (from 1939 Pius XII) had already 
ensured the dissolution of the Centre Party, 
which could have resisted Hitler. This Vatican 
intervention led to the unimaginable evil of the 
Second World War, and all its consequences.

To make my case for the end of the century, I’m 
going to use David Yallop’s book “The Power 
and the Glory- Inside the dark heart of John 
Paul II’s Vatican” (2007). Yallop is an investigator 
who made his name examining miscarriages of 
justice, international crime and terrorism. In his 
earlier book “In God’s Name” (1984, and recently 
revised) he argued that Pope John Paul I, who 
reigned only briefly in 1978, was murdered, 
the night before he was due to make sweeping 
reforms. [John Cornwell, in his book “A Thief 
in the Night” (1989) accepts that there was a 
Vatican cover up around the death, but never-
theless attributes it to natural causes.]

Protestants have to be careful in using critical 
accounts of the Papacy, including those written 
by cradle Catholics, in case they are taken in by 
hoaxers like Alberto Rivera. Yallop is a progres-
sive, and on subjects like abortion or the ordina-

tion of women, he is critical by implication not 
only of the Pope, but of Scripture.

Yallop however has many years of personal con-
tacts with Italian sources. He was also able to 
use for his 2007 book, confidential Reagan pres-
idential papers about American contacts with 
the Vatican, and Polish secret police records of 
the Communist era. Consider Yallop’s comment 
on the Holocaust, which shows he is not blindly 
partisan.

“Undoubtedly Pius XII could have done more on 
behalf of the Jews. But based upon all the avail-
able evidence, he could also have done less. 
To have saved the lives of 860,000 people is a 
formidable achievement.”

The career of Pope John Paul II (Karol Wojtyla) 
has something in common with Pius XII - both 
were consummate actors, attempting a world 
role. But stories put about by the Vatican 
after his election, that the young Wojtyla was 
involved in saving Jews are doubtful. Even after 
1945 Poland was a centre of Jewish murders, 
but Woytyla seems only to have spoken against 
anti-semitism after becoming Pope.

He had played no part in the armed resistance 
to the Nazis by the Poles.  Nor did he resist the 
Russian occupation of Poland – indeed the 
puppet regime promoted his career in Poland 
as an alternative to the resistance of Cardinal 
Wyszynski.

What were the evils that surged around the 
new Pope John Paul II? There was our own 
Republican insurgency in the United Kingdom, 
in which Romanists were deeply implicated. 
Pope John I was unwilling to make the Irish 
primate O’ Fiaich a Cardinal, because of his 
involvement, but the new Pope conferred the 
honour. There was Cardinal Cody in Chicago, his 
mistress and his money. He was permitted to 
carry on. There was an American fund raising 
scandal among the Pauline Fathers- but they 
had Polish links, and there was a cover-up. The 
new Pope set an early pattern of trying to avoid 
taking action against scandals, and to keep 
priest and monks from due process of law. ( The 
Medjegore apparition was a classic case where 
dubious promoters were long allowed to claim 
Papal support by means of vague Vatican state-
ments.)

There was graver tension in Yugoslavia, and 
here Vatican pressure was to contribute to the 
worst atrocities in Europe since 1945. During 
WW2, a Croatian RC regime had run amok in 

mass murder - now incredibly, the new Pope 
joined Germany (of all countries) in pressing 
for independence for Croatia, despite its fascist 
leadership. It was secured and in the 1990s ethnic 
cleansing was back.

But there are two issues which show an intensity 
of darkness in the Vatican in those decades that is 
hard to conceive. The first of these is child abuse. 
Yallop devotes over a hundred pages to this, 
based on worldwide case records and his own 
interviews with victims. (The Pope always refused 
to meet such victims - on one occasion at World 
Youth Day in Denver, his security staff threw to 
the ground hundreds of letters from victims and 
their families.)  .  

With few exceptions, the Church of Rome does 
not permit marriage to its priests, and the Vatican 
is a fertile environment for illicit sex “To move up 
the ladder required finding a protector…[and] 
also frequently required participating in an active 
homosexual relationship..” ( p.168) “Young attrac-
tive priests, invariably referred to as Madonni, 
use their charms to accelerate their promotion. 
Satanic masses have happened regularly. (p.647)”

This homosexual scene is replicated all over the 
RC church, but is not the worst. It was brought to 
the new Pope’s attention that priests and monks 
were abusing children. The evasive action which 
followed was one of the most despicable in Papal 
history. Victims and their families were pressu-
rised to withdraw, to accept meagre or no dam-
ages, and not to alert the police. Abusers were 
shielded, even promoted. Every effort was made 
to preserve secrecy, to keep records from the 
authorities, and to delay any proceedings. It was 
long claimed that the problem was peculiar to 
America. Society too was blamed – anything but 
admit that the obligation of celibacy was itself a 
perversion, bound to generate other abuses. One 
of the most worrying aspects of the system has 
been that Catholic laity involved in law enforce-
ment and social work have often colluded in pro-
tecting the abusers rather than the victims.

Sexual abuse of children was also prevalent in 
the UK. The future Cardinal Hume covered it up 
at Ampleforth School; his successor was to do 
the same in Sussex. How did Jimmy Boyle, the 
most violent man in Scotland, get that way? Child 
abuse by monks may well have contributed.

Will things improve in the future? The present 
Pope was succeeded as Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Defence of the Faith by 
Cardinal William Levada, appointed perhaps 
because of his experience in managing child 
abuse cases - but not in the way victims would 
like.

The other issue in which great darkness is 
expressed is that of Mafia and related crime. The 
existence of a small state within Italy, but out of 
reach of the Italian and other law enforcement 
authorities, has been invaluable to major crimi-
nals, some of whom bank with the Vatican, and 
have involved it in their frauds. This was presided 
over by Archbishop Markinkus. The new Pope 
John Paul II protected Markinkus and his fellow 
swindlers.

A desperate struggle was waged in Italy to 
combat the Mafia and its Masonic links, and 
many courageous men and their families were 
gunned down. There is no doubt that if the 
Pope had co-operated with the Italian authori-
ties, many lives could have been saved. Instead 
he and his colleagues stonewalled the criminal 
investigations, permitting only an occasional 
verbal condemnation.

Will things change in the future? In October 
2008, Pope Benedict visited Naples. Although 
the situation was again very grave, he made no 
allusion to the Mafia.

Pope John Paul II died in 2005, and there is a 
campaign to canonise him. As we have shown 
however, his reign was deeply corrupt. He acqui-
esced in great evil, tried to keep secret innumer-
able dark deeds by RC leaders, and refused to 
listen to cries of suffering from many parts of the 
world. We see once again why in Scripture there 
is no pre-eminent role for the See of Rome, and 
the distinction between Scriptural holiness and 
these works of darkness.  

Caleb – ‘Also Bold’

1: Numbers 13:6  2: Numbers 13:17-20  3: Numbers 13:28 & 29 4: 
Numbers 13:30 5: Norman Macleod, 1812-72

A POPE ENGULFED IN DARKNESS
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Highlights 
and Lowlights from the 
Anglican Communion

Canterbury
Tales

provincial suffragan sees with male bishops who will 
minister to those who request their oversight. This is akin 
to the present flying bishops but actually strengthens 
the position since their foundation is now in legislation 
whereas previously it was just in what is known as an Act 
of Synod. These bishops are referred to as “complementary 
bishops”. 
The Measure also spells out some of the provisions in 
the code thus ensuring that the code must provide these 
things and that they cannot be removed from the code 
without the Measure itself being changed.
The list of functions which can be provided by the 
“complementary bishops” seems to include everything 
which has been asked for including appointments and 
sponsorship for ordination.
The Code will also make provision similar to Resolutions A 
& B, though again these are now no longer in legislation, 
just in a Code of Practice.
There has also been an attempt to strengthen the status 
of the code. The Code can be revised by the House of 
Bishops but if the Business Committee of the General 
Synod deem it to contain matters touching on Article 7 
of the constitution (that is relating to doctrine) then a full 
synodical process of debate will be necessary. Otherwise 
the Synod can still debate the code and must approve it, 
though it cannot amend the code.

Unacceptable provision
This might appear to give the Code of Practice 
considerable force. However, this is not the case. At present 
a fundamental change such as the consecration of women 
bishops requires much more than a simple majority. This 
is intended to prevent the Church being blown about by 
fads and fashions. But the Code, which contains the real 
meat of the provision for those who cannot accept the 
innovation, can be changed by a simple majority of Synod. 
Thus the majority could render the provisions more or 
less ineffective. The valiant attempt made to strengthen 
the status of the Code will have some effect, but not very 
much.  If adequate provision is to be made and to be 
acceptable it must be in the legislation itself because the 
Code cannot provide the necessary safeguards.
It must also be recognised that, though bishops and others 
will have a “duty to have regard to” the Code, this sort of 
thing is notoriously difficult to monitor and enforce.
Finally, the legislation is not making provision for 
alternative oversight, but just a form of delegated 
oversight. Opponents have consistently said that 
delegated oversight is inadequate. In particular, where 
a woman bishop is appointed parishes will still be 
under her authority and will have to petition her for the 
“complementary” oversight. Yet the very nature of the 
problem is that those parishes do not accept her authority. 
Thus the fundamental issue remains unresolved by this set 
of proposals.

What now?
At the end of the day any draft legislation has to be passed 
by the 2/3rds majority of each of the three houses of the 
General Synod and then accepted by Parliament. To date, 
several important votes on this subject have gained a 
majority in each house, but twice they have failed to gain 
the 2/3rd of the House of Laity indicating that the whole 
package could yet fall at the final hurdle.
The General Synod in February will debate the draft 
legislation. If it is approved, as it almost certainly will be, 
then it will go to a revision committee which will consider 
proposed changes. It is possible for the revision committee 
to make the proposed legislation much stronger, or weaker 
in its provision for opponents. The revised legislation is 
likely to return to General Synod in February 2010. Further 
revision is then possible.

The Consecration of Women 
Bishops
David Phillips of Church Society gives a most helpful 
breakdown of what lies ahead over this important and 
highly controversial measure. 
The first draft of this proposed legislation, to permit 
women to be consecrated as bishops in the Church of 
England, has been published. The draft will be considered 
by the General Synod in February and it must either be 
rejected or passed by a Revision Committee, which is by 
far the most likely outcome.

Background
The Synod voted in July to continue with the proposal 
whilst making provision for those who cannot in 
conscience accept the episcopal ministry of women. 
The Council of Church Society, along with other classical 
evangelicals, has consistently rejected this innovation as 
being incompatible with the plain teaching of Scripture 
regarding presbyteral/episcopal ministry. Anglo-Catholics 
within the Church of England have also consistently 
opposed the innovation for similar and other reasons.
Many evangelicals and Anglo-Catholics left the Church 
of England following the decision to ordain women as 
priests in 1991 and since that point the decline in the 
membership of the Church has accelerated and the 
number of men in ordained ministry has plummeted. 
Churches within the Anglican Communion which have 
agreed to, and actually consecrated, women as Bishops 
are among the most liberal and consequently most 
fragmented and fastest declining components of the 
Communion.
Therefore, because of Scripture, and also because of 
Reason and Tradition, a large number of members of the 
Church of England still reject this innovation. If they are to 
remain within the Church of England there will have to be 
acceptable provision made for them, otherwise the Church 
will fragment and decline further.
Earlier in 2008 the House of Bishops and the General 
Synod both considered the nature of provision if legislation 
goes ahead. Both rejected the proposals of those calling 
for provision signalling their willingness to divide the 
Church over an issue that has no support in Scripture.

The Present Report
The legislative drafting group were thus required to 
bring forward legislation which makes some provision 
but which is unacceptable to the vast majority of those 
requesting it. One member of the Group, Jonathan Baker, 
an Anglo-Catholic, resigned his membership following 
the decision of the General Synod in July since clearly the 
Group would be unable to produce acceptable provision. 
Notwithstanding this the Group have gone about as far 
as they possibly can within the constraints placed upon 
them.
If the proposed legislation were to be passed unamended 
then:
Women could continue to be ordained as priests and could 
also be consecrated as bishops. (Note : The lawyers appear 
to admit the point long made by evangelicals that properly 
speaking bishops are not ordained but consecrated in the 
Church of England.)
The 1993 Measure permitting the ordination of women 
will be repealed along with all its provisions for those who 
cannot accept the presbyteral ministry of women. This will 
directly impact the more than 1,000 parishes who have 
passed Resolutions A & B under that Measure.
  Male bishops will be able to exempt themselves from 
participating in the consecration of a women bishop or the 
ordination of a woman priest. 
  The Measure itself makes provision for the creation of 

21 under-age girls pregnant 
every day 
The multi-million pound Government 
strategy to curb teenage pregnancy 
is failing according to figures which 
reveal 21 girls under 16 fall pregnant 
every day.

PM back-pedals over 
euthanasia
Prime Minister Gordon Brown has 
said he is “totally against” assisted 
suicide and euthanasia despite plans 
by his Government to “simplify and 
modernise” current laws.

Married parents best for 
children admits minister
The Government has admitted 
that children brought up within a 
marriage setting are better off than 
children brought up in cohabiting or 
single parent families.

Equality regulator joins 
push for more ‘gay’ MPs
The public body responsible for 
enforcing equality is throwing its 
weight behind plans to boost the 
number of homosexual MPs in 
Parliament.

Surveys will question on 
sexual preference
Government number crunchers will 
collect details on sexual orientation 
in all major national surveys 
from January, according to the 
Government’s most senior statistician. 

Benefits of religious 
upbringing overlooked
Officials working with families and 
children are missing the positive 
effect of religion on family life and 
parenting, a new report says.

Abortionist: life only 
matters if it’s wanted
Ann Furedi, the Chief Executive 
of the British Pregnancy Advisory 
Service (BPAS), has admitted that the 
embryo is a human life but says its 
value is “relative” to the wishes of its 
mother. Mrs Furedi is married to Frank 
Furedi, the founder of the British 
Revolutionary Communist Party.

Parents furious as crude 
film advertised on buses
Parents in Edinburgh have 
complained to the advertising 
watchdog after posters for an adult-
themed film were plastered across 
buses in the city.

Pastor fined for views but 
‘kill Christian’ band let off
A complaint about song lyrics urging 
listeners to “kill the Christian” was 
ignored by the same Canadian human 
rights chief that fined and gagged a 
pastor for his views on homosexuality.

Please Remember the 

English 
Churchman 

in your will

New General 
Director 
Appointed 
by EA 

The Evangelical Alliance has 
appointed Steve Clifford, 54, 
chairman of Hope 08 and Soul 

Survivor, as its new General Director 
to take up the post in April.

Mike Talbot, the Alliance’s Chairman 
of Board, said: “He is a visionary and I 
am excited to see how his vision has 
consistently centred around mission 
and evangelism.”

Hope 08, a national mission through 
words and actions was commended 
by the police and honoured by 
Gordon Brown at Number 10 and by 
Prince Charles at Clarence House.

Clifford has been chairman of the 
leadership team of Soul Survivor, an 
international youth ministry running 
festivals attended by over 25,000 
young people in the UK alone. 
Clifford says 2,000 young people 
gave their lives to Christ last summer 
and said, “I look forward to bringing 
an evangelical voice to the British 
public.”

Clifford has also been a member of 
the Spring Harvest board, chairman 
of Soul in the City London and chair-
man of March for Jesus International. 

Clifford was a teacher in the 1980s 
then worked with the Church from 
1985, church planting and running 
leadership and discipleship teams. 
He currently attends a West London 
church, which is a member of the 
Pioneer network. 

Ed: The above is greatly abbreviated 
from an EA Press Release and apart 
from changing all the chairs into 
chairmen we trust we have not altered 
the meaning or emphasis.  We hope 
and pray that the EA will be led in a 
less charismatic and more biblical, 
Protestant and Reformed direction 
and that the new Director will be given 
grace to withstand the temptation to 
compromise with false religions and 
with anti-Christian leaders in high 
places. Above all we must pray that 
God will gracefully overrule current 
trends in both church and nation 
because without Him nothing is pos-
sible. 
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& St. James’s Chronicle

Comment
&Notes

Consequences of defying the 
natural order

Internet Scams and 
Challenges
Not all readers use the Internet. Those of us 
who do, may send many more emails than we 
ever used to write letters. We are thankful that 
most of the emails we receive are very warm and 
commend the Lord Jesus Christ. However there 
is a tendency to write quickly and thoughtlessly. 
There is even a tendency among many people 
to write very unkindly and proudly whether in 
correspondence or on what are called blogs or 
discussion forums. It should not be so. 
Our good words must be sincere. There are the 
lying flattering words of scam correspondence 
of which we must be careful but if we are wise 
we need not get into dangerous territory. Apart 
from the usual scams offering large sums 
from dead dignitaries or from banks seeking 
confirmation of personal details, recent scams 
include fake links to websites for greetings cards 
that then send viruses and emails pretending to 
be from friends apparently in trouble or from 
the tax man offering a tax refund if you let him 
into your bank account! Beware! 
The Internet system offers a great opportunity 
for us to speak not worse but better than we 
might do in everyday conversation, especially 
by blessing the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us pray that God will give us grace to 
express such kindness through this medium. 
‘Kind regards’ can so easily be made into ‘Kind 
regards in the Lord Jesus name’ and there must 
be countless better examples of how our email 
and internet blogs can be savoured with salt and 
light. 

Brighton’s Sodomite 
Dream Cannot Destroy 
the Conscience
We wrote in a recent issue of English Churchman 
that the sodomites, like the humanists, had 
gone so far in manipulating British society that 
there was little left for them to do. We suggested, 
perhaps with a degree of satire, that they now 
had so many rights that the only possibility they 
had of pushing their wicked cause any further 
was to press to make sodomy compulsory. What 
about the “if you haven’t tried it” argument? 
This is what sodomites suggest when they try 
to seduce boys. The reply that we should not 
try anything that is forbidden by God protects 
Christians but sadly it does not count for 
anything among politicians who, generally, 
despise God. (Proof: Parliament, perhaps 
with some exceptions, laughed at Dr Paisley’s 
suggestion of prayer.)
However, despite their success the sodomites are 
still a long way from achieving their sodomite 
dream. How can that be? It would seem that 
despite the great number of rights given to 
sodomites, they still have an insurmountable 
problem. They just cannot get over their 
own guilty consciences. Just as man naturally 
and correctly finds bestiality revolting, so he 
naturally and rightly finds sodomy revolting. 
Therefore the sodomites have really got a terribly 
long way to go to get anywhere near achieving 
their dream. It seems that their last ditch effort 
is to attempt to remove any negative comment 
from society. Perhaps, like Ancient Rome, with 
the degradation that this would entail, society 
will collapse well before this end is ever achieved 
and Islam will step in with its own brutal version 
of decency and order. To win, the sodomites 
need to silence not only the words of any who 

speak against sodomy but even the thoughts 
of those who believe sodomy is wickedness. 
While man has a conscience that can be severely 
distorted, it can never be completely destroyed, 
especially in the field of natural law such as with 
regard to the natural male/female/family order. 
This conscience is the insurmountable obstacle 
that homo-fascism cannot beat. 
Therefore despite immense efforts to brainwash 
the nation, the sodomites are failing. They fail 
to brainwash children so they try to brainwash 
students. They fail to brainwash students so 
they try to brainwash the workforce. They fail 
to brainwash the workforce so they finally try 
to brainwash those in old people’s homes such 
as those in the Pilgrim Home, Brighton. Praise 
God that because His calling and election is sure, 
the old folk, even when some of them may be 
approaching the latter stages of dementia, will 
never be brainwashed by the sodomites. 
Therefore despite all the gaudy ‘pride’ parades 
and changes of laws, the visible presence of open 
sodomites is still negligible, perhaps much less 
than one person in five thousand. Britain may 
look like idolatrous Babylon but it does not 
really look like the sodomite dream.
This is why we are seeing such desperate 
measures by the sodomites that they will even 
remove funding from old people’s homes who 
resist their brainwashing and refuse their bribes. 
So what next? Surely they will soon push to stop 
the payment of housing benefit or carer benefit 
to anyone living in a home that will not entertain 
sodomy. This will first threaten those in public 
housing and then private housing. After all if 
people do not love sodomy what right have they 
got to live in a house! What next? Surely it will 
not be long before the sodomites push to remove 
all work and money from anyone who does not 
agree with them. Yes, push the banks to ask all 
their customers whether they love sodomy and 
if they say no then freeze their bank accounts! 
After all, according to homo-fascism, if anyone 
does not agree that sodomy is good then surely 
they have no right to oppress sodomites by 
continuing to live! 
And ultimately why do we need old people’s 
homes anyway. With enough sodomy around 
life expectancy will soon fall and the homes will 
close. 
The sodomites have made a huge advance by 
getting their revolting so-called civil partnerships 
which are to some extent less mock marriage 
and more a huge tax dodge. Civil partnerships 
enable dying sodomites to pass on their wealth 
to younger sodomite friends without paying 
inheritance tax. That gives them an advantage 
over those passing an inheritance to children 
or other as only spouses and civil partners are 
exempt from inheritance tax. 
Now they are pulling these fat purse strings 
to control what is said about them even by 
old people. However the Christian, unlike the 
sodomite, worships neither himself nor his 
money. They can take away our money but the 
credit crunch is showing the foolishness of those 
who trust in riches. 
As we thank God for the faithful old pilgrims in 
Brighton who have given their all to serve and 
obey the Lord and have even been given strength 
to resist this attack from the devil in their old age, 
let us also remember the Apostle Paul’s words 
to those ancient Hebrew Christians, “For ye 
had compassion of me in my bonds, and took 
joyfully the spoiling of your goods, knowing in 
yourselves that ye have in heaven a better and an 
enduring substance.” Hebrews10:34.

The Church of England presents a 
disturbing and alarming picture 
as it struggles to cope with the 

consequences of the fateful decision to 
ordain women. Like a man caught in 
the quicksand, the more she struggles to 
free herself, the deeper she sinks. It has 
recently been proposed that a new class 
of cleric is to be created for traditional-
ists who are opposed to women bishops, 
in order to avert a split on the issue. This 
will take the form of priests who will 
be known as complementary bishops. 
This is a vain attempt to provide a plas-
ter for a running sore. The truth of the 
matter is that the Church of England by 
ordaining women has opened a wound 
that cannot be healed, and will eventu-
ally cause the demise of the Church of 
England. It is already radically weak-
ened by the flight of members from the 
electoral rolls; and is ineffectual in the 
face of growing secularism in the very 
society into which it has ‘bought’, by its 
capitulation to militant feminism.

The liberal comprehensiveness of the 
Church of England, in being able to 
embrace extremes, has been lauded in 
recent times, and called ‘the big tent’. But 
what seems not to have been realised 
is that the women’s ordination measure 
has, in fact, pulled the pegs of the big 
tent which has now collapsed, leaving 
people scrambling about in confusion. 
This would be funny if it were not so 
tragic. The witness of the church to 
this nation is not an optional extra; it 
is something which is of fundamental 
importance. We are entering upon hard 
and difficult times. The financial crisis 
and looming depression will confront 
people with real moral and spiritual dif-
ficulties and problems. It is a time for 
clear guidance, for a bold declaration 
of the saving message of the Gospel, 
reminding people that “a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things that he possesseth;” that men and 
women have eternal souls that need to 
be saved; that to be right with God is 

the first and most fundamental thing 
that matters to the individual. But the 
Church of England has been diverted 
from this task by its navel gazing and 
preoccupation with a gigantic problem 
of its own making, and from which 
there would now appear to be no escape.

Of course, we all know that it was 
Mrs Proudie who ran the diocese of 
Barchester. But that was an aberration. It 
was not a formal inversion of the natural 
order. The bishop was still nominally in 
charge, but his wife effectively told him 
what to do behind the scenes. It was not 
an affront to the fittingness of things 
such as that which Blake portrays in 
his poem: “Robin Redbreast in a cage / 
Puts all heaven in a rage”. We all know 
intuitively these things, and instinctively 
concur with the natural order – the 
order of creation. God made them male 
and female with complementary roles, 
in which the man is head. The church 
ought to be the last place in which we 
should see that order challenged and 
overturned. It is as much an offence to 
the fittingness of things as was the turn-
ing of the house of God into a market 
place for the selling of doves and oxen, 
and the changing of money; and we 
know what our Lord thought of that 
when he made a whip of cords and 
drove them all out.

The Church of England has done many 
things in its long history which have 
diminished its witness to the Gospel, 
and there have also been glorious chap-
ters when the true order and priority of 
the Word of God have been restored and 
maintained and it has been a glorious 
church. This present situation is one like 
that which the Reformers described as 
“the Babylonish captivity of the Church”, 
when the gospel was hidden and error 
reigned. From that state of darkness and 
error God delivered the church, and 
brought about a glorious reformation. 
Nothing is too hard for the Lord.

`
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The Christian Year

Some brief reflections: by Bishop Barry Shucksmith 

THE NEW YEAR
The New Year is still young. Perhaps, we can begin 
with the prayer of a great English gentleman and 
sailor?
O Lord God, when thou givest to thy servants 
to endeavour any great matter, grant us also to 
know that it is not the beginning, but the con-
tinuing of the same unto the end, until it be thor-
oughly finished, which yieldeth the true glory; 
through Him who for the finishing of Thy work 
laid down His life, our Redeemer; Jesus Christ. 
Amen  (Sir Francis Drake 1540-1596 – leading 
light in defeating the Spanish Armada)
The next two Epistles, from the Book of Common 
Prayer, are taken from the practical section of 
the Apostle Paul’s letter to the Romans. We are 
not suggesting that the first 11 chapters of Paul’s 
magnificent epistle are not practical, but there 
is a clear break and change of style after chapter 
eleven. In the first eleven chapters, Paul has been 
laying down major doctrinal teachings. Now the 
serious application begins. In the Epiphany 3 epis-
tle, Paul has much to say generally about distinc-
tive Christian attitudes. In the Epiphany 4 epistle, 
he concentrates on the Christian’s responsibility to 
Civil Government.  

THE EPISTLE FOR EPIPHANY 3
“Be not wise in your own conceits. 
Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men. If it be 
possible, as much as lieth in you, live peace-
ably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not 
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it 
is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing 
thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be 
not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good” (Romans 12:16-21).

One of the problems for military personnel, 
caught up in the terrible aspects of war is 
to retain standards and ethics which do not 
stoop to the level of the malicious enemy.  The 
contrast is most vivid when we reflect upon 
the evils of the Second World War, particularly, 
the debased behaviour of those who perpe-
trated Nazism upon a whole generation. The 
tactics, often, were not merely malicious but 
satanic. 

One has only to use names like Treblinka, 
Auschwitz, and Sobibor, to conjure up terrible 
images. It is not difficult for us to recall how 
debased and evil fallen human creatures can 
become. By December 1941, ‘Hitler had almost 
9 million Jews under his rule’ (Paul Johnson; 
History of the Modern World). Even our own 
brilliant war leader, Sir Winston Churchill, is 
pursued by critics today with respect to the 
Dresden bombings. How do we respond to 
malicious attacks? How do Christians, par-
ticularly, caught up in the consequences of 
aggressive opposition, respond? One thing is 
quite clear – ‘in modern warfare some have 
recognised that it may be the way of ultimate 
defeat and loss rather than victory to stoop to 
use the enemies evil devices in order to outdo 
him. Whichever side then seems to win, both 
become victims; they are, alike ‘overcome of 
evil’ (Alan Stibbs; Prayer Book Commentaries).

For the Christian, caught up in conflict, three 
specific attitudes are required which will go 
some way to overcome the evil perpetrated by 
personal enemies. It is inevitable that all faith-
ful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ will be 
exposed to conflict. If for no other reason, the 
Devil himself will ensure this happens. 

The Epistles
The Epiphany 3&4

n

January 25th to February 7th
Prayer Book Worship

The Calendar

January 25th 
Third Sunday after Epiphany and 

Conversion of St Paul

M. Isaiah 62 or Isaiah 49:1-12; Galatians 1:1-10
E. Isaiah 65 or Isaiah 66 or Jeremiah 1:1-10; 

Acts 26:1-20

The Collect 
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, 
mercifully look upon our infirmities, 
and in all our dangers and necessities 
stretch forth thy right hand to help and 
defend us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Epistle. Romans 12:16b-21
The Gospel. St. Matthew 8:1-13

(1)  Humility is a cardinal weapon.
Paul exhorts us not to be wise in our own 
conceits. How easy it is to be deceived about 
our own self-importance. Few things more 
lead to conflict than this. Furthermore, if we 
do not retaliate (Romans 12:17) it is difficult 
to know how “our enemies” can make much 
ground, because it takes two to engage in an 
argument. Repeatedly in the Holy Scriptures, 
we are exhorted never to return evil for evil, 
on a personal level. The Lord Jesus Christ is our 
supreme example in this respect – “Father, for-
give them for they know not what they do”.

Says, John Calvin, “humility…is…a real annihi-
lation of ourselves, proceeding from thorough 
knowledge of our own weakness, the entire 
absence of lofty pretensions and a conviction 
that whatever excellence we possess comes 
from the grace of God alone”.

(2) Honesty is a trusty weapon
“recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide 
things honest in the sight of all men” (v17b). 
This is possibly a quotation based upon 
Proverbs 3:4. Professor F. F. Bruce, quotes the 
NEB translation and renders it… ‘let your 
aims be such as all men count honourable.’ 
Certainly, we need to aim to guard our own 
heart and mind when conflict comes. We 
should avoid allowing public outbursts of 
temper, take steps to not create inordinate 
amounts of criticism, and to seek to win men’s 
approval as well as God’s. 

Some Christians, caught up in conflict, seem 
to spend much of their time and energy, in 
gossiping and talking about the division. This 
only exacerbates the situation and inflames 
the dispute. In few matters is “the secret place 
of prayer” more appropriate than in conflicts 
among Christians. In no way, does this negate 
or diminish the proper place for relating the 
real facts of a conflict, when called upon to 
do so. In some cases, there is special provision 
to lay these matters, ‘before the elders of the 
church’. Yet, if it be possible as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men.

(3) Charity is the supreme weapon
“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto wrath; for it is written, 
Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord”.

How tempting it is – especially for the person 
of self-importance – to encroach upon the 
Lord’s territory. Sometimes Christians seem 
to forget their position before the Lord. They 
act like little gods and assume that they know 
who is right and who is wrong. King Charles 
was not the first, and certainly not the last, to 
believe in the divine right of himself! 1 Peter 
2:23 is a powerful testimony for the Christian 
disciple – “the Lord Jesus Christ, who when 
he was reviled, reviled not again; when he 
suffered, he threatened not; but committed 
Himself to Him that judgeth righteously.”  
Matthew Henry seems to hit the nail on the 
head… ‘the worst thing we can bring to a 
religious controversy is anger’. Yet, sadly, so 
often we do. In contrast, how powerful love 
truly is. Surely, this is why Jesus said, “Love your 
enemies”? 

Love is kind, and suffers long,

Love is meek, and thinks no wrong,

Love than death itself more strong;

Therefore give us love 

(Bishop Christopher Wordsworth 1807-85).

THE EPISTLE FOR EPIPHANY 4 
is Romans 13:1-7
This Epistle is considerably longer than the pre-
vious one and concerns our relationship with 
the State, as well as the responsibilities of those 
who are appointed by God to rule over us.

Christians like to frequently speak of heaven 
and the life yet to come – at least, their 
thoughts should be long in heaven before 
their glorified bodies are! But we need to keep 
our feet very much on earth and to realise that 
while we are citizens of two worlds, we are still 
very much in this one! As the old saying goes, 
some Christians are too heavenly minded to 
be of any earthly use! It is equally possible 
that many are so earthly-minded, they are of 
little heavenly use. The balanced – biblically-
minded Christian – will constantly be seek-
ing, by the singular grace of God, to function 
in two realms and to be a better Christian 
because he does. 

Particularly, in times of apostasy, it is all too-
easy to opt for an agenda of spiritual things 
only and to become a kind of evangelical 
recluse, or unreal separatist, who seeks to 
shut out the realities of the world around him. 
Monasticism is to be found, not merely in 
the deserts of 4th century North Africa, it can 
be found at an evangelical church near you! 
There have been fewer periods in church his-
tory, equal to our day, when engagement with 
the forces of evil around us and concern for 
the secular state is more required. If the word 
“politics” comes from a concern for people and 
civic duties, then politics and Christianity do 
mix. Almighty God is not only involved with 
His Church – as primary as this truth is – but 
He is very much involved with the (pagan) 
nations of the world and the local communi-
ties in which we live. Therefore, Christians also 
should be. One thing we can do is to remind 
the Government of its Divinely appointed 
reason for existence. A second, and perhaps 
more important function, is to ensure that 
international and national affairs feature large 
in public worship and the mid-week prayer 
meeting. “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving 
thanks, be made for all men; for kings, and for 
all that are in authority; that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty, for this is good and acceptable in the 
sight of God our Saviour” (1 Timothy 2:1-3).

1. Government is God-given
We should be subject to it.  The powers that 
be are ordained of God. By resisting the power 
or authority of Government – except in excep-
tional circumstances where Government 
seeks to take the place which belongs to 
God Himself – we are dishonouring the Lord. 
Consequently, as in the case of wrongly using 
the Lord’s Supper, we bring upon ourselves 
damnation (Romans 13:2). ‘Not only cannot 

such powers arise without God’s permission, 
but also the forms in which they emerge, and 
actually exist in the world, have been directly 
so ordered under God’s providence’ (A. Stibbs). 

For first century Christians this meant thank-
ing God for Nero, and praising the Lord in His 
wise providence, even when they were being 
thrown to the lions and fed to the wild beasts. 
This should help to put the present Labour 
Government in true perspective, however 
much we wish to get rid of it!

2. It should be sin-restraining
The greatest threat to national  stability is 
neither socialist, tory, or liberal policies. It is 
my sin and yours. So, for its part, Government 
has to restrain sin. We are hardly being hasty 
in saying, much of contemporary govern-
ment fails to do so. Indeed, it may well be 
guilty before Almighty God for promoting sin, 
contrary to His laws and will. This is why we 
are right to keep reminding the Government 
of the United Kingdom about its moral and 
ethical responsibilities. It should promote the 
nuclear family as primary for a nation’s health, 
seek to honour the Lord’s Day, have respect 
for all forms of human life, execute proven 
murderers, be ‘tough on crime and the causes 
of crime,’ maintain strong military and police 
forces for the security of the Nation, commend 
those who do well, and punish those who 
injure the community, and seek to keep the 
issue of justice at the top of its priorities. One 
of the best ways to achieve these high aims 
is to restrain the ignorance and blasphemy of 
much false religion and promote the Christian 
faith – as it once did, and as its present nation-
al constitution, ratified by solemn monarchical 
oath, still requires.  

3. It requires practical support
We must honourably pay our taxes. Be in 
submission to the leaders, avoiding rebellion 
and anarchy. And above all else we should 
give respect and due to those appointed over 
us, not by mere appointment of a ballot box, 
but by the will of an all-beneficent, all-wise, 
all-powerful Deity – the one, true, living God.  
“Render therefore to all their due: tribute to 
whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour” 
(Romans 13:7).

The powers ordained by Thee, with heavenly 
wisdom bless;

May they Thy servants be, and rule in 
righteousness.

O Lord, stretch forth Thy mighty hand,
With the election of a new President of the 
United States of America it is, finally, worth 
remembering what George Washington, first 
president of the USA, once said… ‘‘while just 
government protects all in their religious rites, 
true religion affords government its surest 
support”.

February 1st 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

M. Job 27; Matthew 18:1-20
E. Job 28 or Job 29; Acts 19:1-20

The Collect 
O GOD, who knowest us to be set in 
the midst of so many and great dan-
gers, that by reason of the frailty of our 
nature we cannot always stand upright: 
Grant to us such strength and protec-
tion, as may support us in all dangers, 
and carry us through all temptations; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Epistle. Romans 13:1-7
The Gospel. St. Matthew 8:23-34
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The EU has already established a European Aviation 
Safety Agency, and now wants to increase its powers to 
run Britain’s airports. 

Draft Regulation in the field of aerodromes, air traffic 
management and air navigation COM(08) 390

MORE EU CONTROL OVER 
JUSTICE AND HOME AFFAIRS
EU to take powers over the fight 
against drugs
The European Union is proposing to control how Britain 
tackles drug use. 

The aim of the EU is to take the powers to decide how 
to reduce the demand for drugs, reduce their supply 
and direct international cooperation in the fight against 
drugs. This will mean that the EU will take over Britain’s 
right to advocate its independent position at interna-
tional meetings in particular the UN Committee on 
Narcotic Drugs. 

The EU’s plans will specifically grant it the power to 
establish control over: 

n	policies relating to asset recovery and confiscation 

n	to expand the powers of Europol’s Criminal Assets 
Bureau 

n	intelligence-led policing and control over intelligence 
databases 

n	strategic planning against future drug threats 

n	and the treatment of drug use 

Commission Communication on an EU Drugs Action 
Plan for 2009 – 12 COM(08) 567

EU CONTROL OVER CRIMINAL 
RECORDS DATABASES
The EU proposes to take control over national data-
bases of criminal convictions. 

The EU will take possession of the criminal records 
databases of each member states. And will determine 
the encryption system and software when sharing the 
information with other EU member states. 

Draft Council Decision on the establishment of the 
European Criminal Records Information System (ECRIS) 
COM(08) 332 

MORE POWER FOR THE 
EUROPEAN COURT OF JUSTICE 
(ECJ)
The ECJ is set to gain more power over issues relating 
to visas, immigration, asylum, and powers to escalate 
judicial cooperation in civil matters. 

It is proposed to allow all courts the right to appeal 
directly to the European Court of Justice. This shall 
mean that its decisions, often politically motivated, 
are more likely to reach into a greater number of legal 
cases; bypassing much of the British legal system. 

Commission Communication: ensuring more effective 
judicial cooperation COM(06) 346

MORE EU INVOLVEMENT IN 
HEALTH AND EDUCATION
EU Control Over Training And 
Vocational Education
EU proposals will see it managing training and burden-
ing this area with red tape. 

The EU will govern vocational education and training 
by establishing the criteria and indicators by which it 
is managed and judged. The policy will also see the EU 
control the evaluation of investment in the training of 
teachers and trainers. 

Surely it is the nation states that should be deciding the 
skills they want to promote in their own country and 
how best to teach them. 

Draft Recommendation on the establishment of a 
European Quality Assurance Reference Framework for 
vocational education and training COM(08) 179

EU POWER OVER HEALTHCARE
EU plans to increase its legislative 
programme to harmonise 
healthcare. 
Under European Union proposals the EU wants to 
establish the: 

n	harmonisation of health technology 
n	mutual recognition of prescriptions across the EU 
n	harmonisation of information systems, which could 
mean the end of the Government’s NHS computer 
system meaning the whole project will become a com-
plete waste of resources 

The Bruges Group first exposed how the EU – through 
case law – was seeking to take key powers in health in 
order to establish an internal market in health care. Now 
they are stepping up this aim through legislation. 
The proposals will also see the EU taking a hand in con-
trolling the safety, quality and efficiency of cross-border 
healthcare. 
Draft Directive on the application of patients’ rights in 
cross-border healthcare COM(08) 414
Commission Communication: A Community framework 
on the application of patients’ rights in cross-border 
healthcare COM(08) 415
Ed: We don’t mean to bore our brethren with politics but 
we hope the above will be useful to readers who may 
be able to encourage their MPs and MEPs to resist this 
continual wrecking of our Sovereignty and Protestant con-
stitution. Much of the above reflects the miserable Roman 
Catholic so-called social teaching that is popular with many 
leaders in Popaphile Euroland but is alien to the freedom 
loving British biblical values of hard work, kindness and 
generosity that flow from the free grace of God. Our friend 
Pastor Ralph Ovadal in the USA has recently documented 
that because of his left-wing agenda The Roman Catholic 
Church supported President Elect Obama as this was more 
important than the fact that Obama was in favour of 
sodomy and abortion. 

THE EU’S PLANS FOR 2009
Continued from page 10

The History of 
the Romeward 
Movement in the 
Church of England, 
1833-1864
Walter Walsh
London 1900; 448pp; Reprinted 
by 2007 by Kessinger 
Publishing £22.95 pbk ISBN 
9781430462705  from borders.
co.uk Also freely downloadable 
at www.books.google.com with 
an author-book search. Or try 
Geneva Books 0207 627 4070 or 
Gowan Books 028 66341239

Walter Walsh, an Evangelical Anglican, 
exposed the war plans against Protestant 
Anglicans by the 19th century Tractarian, 

Oxfordian, and Ritualistic Romanisers (TORR hereaf-
ter). The toxicity of battle is exposed in The History of 
the Romeward Movement in the Church of England, 
1833-1864. TORR had governing, global, national, 
doctrinal, liturgical, and anti-Reformation objectives. 
Subordinate the English Church to Rome, seize 
assets, livings, institutional structures, and obliter-
ate the Protestant face of worldwide Anglicanism. 
Newman, an instigator, penned Tract XC as an early 
broadside. 
In Tract XC, Newman sought to obliterate the 
Protestantantism of the XXXIX Articles with this 
goal: “… ascertain the ultimate points of contrariety 
between the Roman and Anglican Creeds, and 
to make them as few as possible.” His opinion of 
Article XXII’s adverse language (purgatory, pardons, 
worshipping and adoration of images and relics) 
referred only to corrupt Roman practices. Romish 
doctrine did not mean Tridentine doctrine. Pardons 
were only “reckless indulgences from the penalties 
of sin obtained on money payments.” Other hot 
zones emerged: prayers for the dead, supremacy of 
Rome, auricular confession, reservation in commu-
nicating religious knowledge, pardons, processions, 
altar crosses, crucifixes, processional crosses, raised 
stone, mixing water with the wine, elevation of the 
elements, bowing to the elements, crossings, genu-
flections, Requiem Masses for the dead, sacerdotal 
vestments, ornaments, and the establishment of 
convents. 
Tract XC also sought to staunch secessions to Rome. 
Rev. Lockhard noted, “On us young men Tract XC 
had the effect of strengthening greatly our growing 
convictions that Rome was right and the Church of 
England wrong.” 
If De-Protestantization failed, some were to fight 
from behind the lines. Writing to De Lisle, Newman 
noted: “I perfectly agree with you in thinking that 
the Movement of 1833 is not over in the country…
also, I think it is for the interest of Catholicism that 
individuals should not join us, but should remain to 
leaven the mass.” 
Derision was frequently used. Keble: “Anything 
which separates the present Church from the 
Reformers I should hail as a good idea.” Rev. William 
Palmer expressed vitriol. “I utterly reject and anath-
ematise the principle of Protestantism as a heresy…
And if the Church of England should ever unhappily 
profess herself to be a form of Protestantism then 
I would reject and anathematise the Church of 
England…In conclusion, I once more publicly pro-
fess myself a Catholic and a member of the Catholic 
Church, and say anathema to the principles of 
Protestantism….especially to those of the Lutherans 
and Calvinists, and British and American Dissenters.” 
Rev. Dodsworth summarized TORR victories. “I think 
its tendency towards Rome has been very decisive 
and very extensive. Look at the Church of England 

as it was fifty years ago, or even thirty. At that time 
it would have been thought Popish to speak of 
the Real Presence; the doctrine of the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice was scarcely known in the teaching of the 
Church. Auricular Confession, counsels of perfec-
tion, the Conventual life…we all identified with 
Popery. But now these doctrines and usages are 
quite current amongst Anglicans…just it not also be 
admitted that the revival of these things amongst 
Anglicans is so far a witness in favour of Rome?” 
However, Protestant Churchmen rallied to the battle 
line. Four learned adversaries opposed the TORR-
agenda (March 8, 1841). The Oxford tutors were: T.T. 
Churton, Vice-Principal of Brasenose College, H.B. 
Wilson, Fellow and Senior Tutor of St. John’s College, 
John Griffiths, Tutor of Wadham College, and A.C. 
Tait, Fellow and Tutor of Balliol College. “Dangerous” 
was the term for Newman’s subterfuges. 
Stiff resistance came from a meeting (March 15, 
1841) between Oxford’s Vice-Chancellor, the Heads 
of Houses, and Proctors. The leadership reaffirmed 
that that every Oxford student shall be instructed 
in and subscribe to the Thirty-nine Articles. Further, 
“the modes of interpretation as are suggested in 
the said Tract, evading rather than explaining the 
sense of the Thirty-Nine Articles, and reconciling 
subscription to them with the adoption of errors 
which they were designed to counteract, defeat the 
object, and are inconsistent with the due observ-
ance of the above-mentioned Statutes. P. Wynter, 
Vice-Chancellor.” 
Evangelicals had target-acquisition as the Ritualistic 
paper, Church Review (Jun. 21, 1865) observed, “The 
Protestant is quite right in recognising the simplest 
attempt at Ritual as the ‘thin edge of the wedge.’ It 
is so….It is only the child who is not terrified when 
the first creeping driblet of water, and the few light 
bubbles announce the advance of the tide; and the 
Protestant is but a child who does not recognise the 
danger of the trifling symptoms which are so slowly 
and surely contracting the space of ground upon 
which he stands.” 
Rev. Simcox Bricknell marshaled a literary salvo 
with The Judgment of the Bishops upon Tractarian 
Theology (1845). Bp. Musgrave (Hereford) spoke of 
sophistry, evasion, and Jesuitical dishonesty. Bp. 
Monk (Gloucester and Bristol) invoked terms such 
as astonishment, concern, ingenuity, sophistry and 
vanity. Bp. Phillpott (Exeter) summoned terms such 
offensiveness, indecency, absurdity, incongruity, 
unjustness, sophistry, and variations from the facts 
of the Reformation and English Reformers. Bp. 
Blomfeld (London) referred to Tridentine colouring 
to the XXXIX Articles and the duty of the Episcopal 
bench to ‘banish and drive away all erroneous and 
strange doctrines.” 
William Goode, the able champion against 
Tractarians, wrote The Divine Rule of Faith and 
Practice. The Lord Chancellor Selborne summed 
it up. “When William Goode, afterwards Dean of 
Ripon, in his Divine Rule of Faith and Practice, called 
the Fathers themselves as witnesses in favour of the 
direct use of Scripture for the decision of controver-
sies, some of those who placed confidence in the 
Oxford Divines, but were themselves ignorant of the 
Fathers, waited anxiously for answers which never 
came.” 
An overwhelming broadside appeared with the 
publication of the 55-volume Parker Society Series 
(1840-1855), a series from the pens of the English 
Reformers. Supported widely by Bishops throughout 
England, these works are still our finest weapons. 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and 
by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
Philip Veitch

Ed: We hope to encourage our readers with book 
reviews of important old books that are still avail-
able from either libraries, or second hand or from the 
internet. 

1 Timothy 1:15 is an important verse. It tells us why Jesus was 
born, why he grew up, why he carried out his ministry, why 
he died and rose again – it was all to save sinners. He was 
the Son of God who came from heaven, not as a visitor; he 
took human nature and united it to his divine nature. He was 
completely God, for he was one with the Father, and he was 
completely human, for he was one with us. In the early days 
of the Church, some people found it difficult to believe that 
Jesus was really human. Today many people refuse to believe 
that he is divine. But unless he had been both human and 
divine he could not have done the work which he came to 
do, that is, to save sinners. Most people today have no idea of 
the meaning of sin, but there are fifteen Greek words for sin 
in the New Testament. These include failure, the breaking of 
the law, disobedience, turning aside from God. All words for 
sin have reference to our relationship with God. Only God can 
deal with sin and only God can deal with it where it estab-
lishes itself, in human nature.
Jesus was born at just the right time in history. The Romans 
had established peace in the Mediterranean region, the Greek 
language had become a universal means of communication 
and the Jews had spread their monotheistic religion through-
out synagogues and schools. The world was ready for God’s 
supreme revelation of Himself.

How did Jesus deal with human sin? First of all by identifying 
himself with the prophecy of the perfect Servant of God in 
Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12. He rejected the way of the world and 
lived in complete fellowship with God. This led him to resist 
fierce temptations to find ‘some other way’, and at the last he 
prayed ‘not my will, but thine, be done’, and he accepted the 
consequences of the world’s rejection. This led to the cross for 
‘there was no other good enough to pay the price of sin’. Jesus 
offered himself as the perfect sacrifice, fulfilling the purposes 
of sacrifice in the Old Testament, and taking the sin of the 
world on his shoulders and providing the method by which it 
could be dealt with and taken away. The Hebrew verb nasa is 
particularly significant here.
Jesus endured the worst that the world could do to him in 
rejecting him and he died committing himself to God. The reply 
of the Father was the Resurrection of Jesus, the greatest mira-
cle of all time. The work of Jesus was finished and complete 
and can never be repeated. The significant word is ephapax, 
‘once for all’, and the Gospel which we preach offers full res-
toration to fellowship with God, something which no other 
religion is able to offer. Jesus came to save sinners and when 
we accept him as our Saviour our life is completely changed. 
Now is the time for salvation, now we can begin a new life, an 
eternal life, with Jesus in charge. Rev Dr Edgar Dowse

To Save Sinners
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Appointments

ABERDEEN. Free Church of Scotland 
[Continuing]. Pittodrie Community Centre, 
Golf Road. Sabbath 11.00am & 6.00pm. Prayer 
Meeting Wednesday 7.30pm. AV & Metrical 
Psalms. Rev T. McGlynn, tel no 01224 865714 
Website:www.fccontinuing.org/aberdeen

BALLYMENA, NI; Covenant Protestant 
Reformed Church, Protestant Hall (Opposite 
Police Station). Sabbath:11am, 6pm. Expository 
preaching, Metrical Psalms, AV. Rev Angus 
Stewart: (028) 25891851 www.cprc.co.uk

Broadstairs, Kent. Free Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland. Sabbath services: 11.00am 
and 6.00pm at Portland Centre, Hopeville Avenue, 
St Peter's. Tuesdays: 7.00pm, Quaker Meeting 
House, Fordoun Road. Rev. John MacLeod. Tel. 020 
8309 1623. www.fpchurch.org.uk

CHELMSFORD.  Presbyterian Church. Sunday: 
11.30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship services (A Sunday 
School is held for children during the Morning 
service and a creche provided during the evening 
service). Location: Hall Street Methodist Church, 
Hall Street, Chelmsford, CM2 0HG. Minister. Rev. 
Dr. John Scott. Telephone: 01245 399570.

DUBLIN. Arann Reformed Baptist Fellowship. 
Services:  Sunday 11am;  Wednesday 8pm, 
Loughlinstown Community Rooms. Contact: Mark 
Fitzpatrick. Phone (00353) 86 266 7070 Website: 
www.sermonaudio.com/arann,  AV and Metrical 
Psalms

EDINBURGH. Free Church of Scotland 
[Continuing]. Services held at Napier 
Morningside Campus, Morningside Road 11.00am 
and 6.30pm. Thursdays 7.30pm. AV and Metrical 
Psalms. Minister: Rev James Gracie. Tel: 0131 667 
4730

Frinton & Tendring District. Holy Trinity, 
C of E (Continuing) Lord's Day Morning Prayer 
11am at Frinton Community Centre. 5pm Evening 
Prayer. BCP (1662) & AV.  Mr Philip Lievesley 
(01255) 679572.

Glasgow. Thornwood Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing) Knightswood Church 
361 Fulton Street, G13 2SP 11am & 6.30pm 
Tuesdays 7.30pm, Rev William Macleod 0141 959 
0292 

LONDON N22. Pilgrim Tabernacle. Reformed 
Evangelical,  Stirling Road, Wood Green, N22. 
Lords Day 10.00am and 6pm service and Tuesday 
7.30pm Bible Study.  Friday 7.30pm Prayer in 
members homes’. Contact Pastor John Sherwood 
0208 368 8080  www.pilgrimtabernacle.co.uk

London E1. Free Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland, Varden Street, Whitechapel. Sabbath 
services 11.00am and 6.30pm. Wednesdays: 
7.00pm. Rev. John MacLeod. Tel. 020 8309 1623. 
www.fpchurch.org.uk

LONDON. South Wimbledon, St Johns C of 
E [Continuing]. Sabbath Day Services 11am, 
6.30pm. AV. Prayer Book (1662). Phone: Rev. Peter 
Ratcliff  0208 417 0875.

READING. St. Mary's Chapel. Castle Street. 
Sundays: 11 am Morning Prayer (1st Sunday, 
Lord's Supper); 6.30 pm Evening Prayer (3rd 
Sunday, Lord's Supper). Prayer Book Services, A.V. 
Bible Study and Prayer Meeting Tuesdays 8pm 
(2nd Tuesday Missionary Prayer Meeting). Rev. E. J. 
Malcolm 0118 959 5131 

SOUTH BUCKS. The Free Methodist Church, 
Penn (near High Wycombe). Traditional wor-
ship, expository preaching. Lord's Day 11.00am, 
6.30pm. Rev. Peter Simpson Website: www.real-
christianity.org.  Telephone: 01494 816202. 

WEST MIDLANDS. Tipton, St. Paul's, Owen 
Street.  Sundays 10.30am; 6.00pm. Prayer 
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Meeting, Bible Study, Wednesday 7.30pm; BCP 
services. Rev. John Dunn. 01215571902

WOLVERHAMPTON. St. Silas. C of E 
[Continuing], Bethany Chapel, Blackwood 
Ave., Wednesfield. Morning Prayer 12.15pm. 
(1st Sunday Holy Communion); Evening Prayer 
6.00pm. (3rd Sunday Holy Communion); 
Authorised Version & Book of Common Prayer. 
Tel. 01902 656514.
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n8 January 2009
New Bishop of St Asaph

Revd Canon Gregory Cameron, Deputy 
Secretary General, Anglican Communion 
Office in London: to be Bishop of St Asaph 
(Church in Wales).
Revd Ian Aldersley, Priest-in-Charge, 
Ruishton with Thornfalcon (Bath & Wells): 
to be also Priest-in-Charge, Creech St 
Michael (same diocese).
Revd David Beal, Rector, Itchingfield with 
Slinfold St Nicholas (Chichester): to be 
Rector, West Chiltington St Mary(same 
diocese).
Revd John Caster, Assistant Curate, Hendon 
St Alphage (London): to be Team Vicar, Old 
St Pancras (same diocese).
Revd Ernest John Chitham, Team Vicar, 
Worthing Christ the King (Chichester): 
now Vicar, Worthing St Matthew (same 
diocese).
Revd Kevin Crinks, Vicar, Platt Bridge St 
Nathaniel (Liverpool): to be Priest-in-
Charge, Leigh St Mary (Manchester).
Revd Stephen Davies, Priest-in-Charge, 
Ernley and East Wittering; and Chaplain, 
Chichester Cathedral (Chichester): is now 
Rector.
Revd Clive Duxbury, Rector, High 
Ongar with Norton Mandeville St 
Mary(Chelmsford): to be Chaplain, HM 
Prison Everthorpe (York).
Revd Philip Dykes, Vicar, Camberley 
Heatherside (Guildford)to be Chaplain, 
University of Winchester (Winchester).
Revd Robert Featherstone, lately Priest-
in-Charge, New Brompton St Luke 
(Rochester): to be Priest-in-Charge, 
Hastings St Clement and All Saints 
(Chichester).
Revd Canon Clive French, Rector, Catford 
(Southend) and Downham (Southwark): 
now also Hon Canon, Southwark Cathedral 
(same diocese).
Revd Julian Gadsby, Assistant Curate, 
Chadwell Emmanuel (Chelmsford): to 
be Priest-in-Charge, Bucklebury with 
Marlstone; and Priest-in-Charge, Bradfield 
and Stanford Dingley St Andrew (Oxford).
Revd Adam Gaunt, Assistant Curate, 
Middlesbrough Ascension (York): to be 
Rector, Loftus-in-Cleveland and Carlin How 
with Skinningrove (same diocese).
Revd Stephen Guise (Chichester): is now 
Priest-in-Charge, Sidlesham St Mary 
(Chichester).
Revd Canon Michael Harley, Vicar, 
Chandlers Ford (Winchester): to be 
Archdeacon of Winchester; and Master, 
Winchester St Cross with St Faith; and 
Priest-in-Charge, Winchester St Cross with 
St Faith (same diocese).
Revd Timothy Hawkings, Priest-in-Charge, 
Axbridge with Shipham and Rowberrow; 
and Priest-in-Charge, Mark with Allerton 
(Bath & Wells): to be also Rural Dean, 
Axbridge Deanery (same diocese).
Revd Dr Russell Hilliard (Europe): to be 
Assistant Chaplain, Basle, Switzerland 
(same diocese).
Revd Anthony Melville Anthony Mary 
Hirst, Vicar, Bedford Leigh St Thomas 
(Manchester): to be Priest-in-Charge, 
South Ashford St Francis; and Priest-
in-Charge, South Ashford Christ Church 
(Canterbury).
Revd James Howson, Priest-in-Charge, Kiev 
(Ukraine, Europe): to be Rector, Alfriston 
with Lullington, Litlington and West Dean 
St Andrew (Chichester).
Revd Christopher Kinch, Assistant Curate, 
Long Eaton St Laurence (Derby): to be 
Team Vicar, Swindon New Town (Bristol).
Revd David King, Team Vicar, Bexhill St 
Peter (Chichester): is now Vicar, Eastbourne 
St Andrew (same diocese).
Revd Howard Latty, NSM (Assistant 
Curate), Bath St Michael with St Paul (Bath 
& Wells): is now NSM (Assistant Priest), 
Chewton Mendip with Ston Easton, Litton 
and Emborough St Mary (same diocese).
Revd Canon Thomas Mendel, Senior 
Chaplain, Malta and Gozo; and Canon and 
Chancellor, Malta Cathedral (Europe): is 

now Vicar, Eastbourne St Mary (Chichester).
Revd Stephen Newbold, Assistant Curate 
(Associate Vicar), Roxeth Christ Church 
(London): to be Vicar, Ealing St Stephen 
Castle Hill (same diocese).
Revd Simon Newham, Priest-in-Charge, 
Wisborough Green St Peter (Chichester): to 
be Vicar.
Revd Matthew Peat, Assistant Curate, 
Barrow St Matthew (Carlisle): to be Rector.
Revd Vincent Perricone (USA): now Assistant 
Chaplain, Florence with Siena (Italy, 
Europe).
Revd Andrei Petrine, Assistant Curate, 
Hounslow Holy Trinity with St Paul 
(London): to be Priest-in-Charge, 
Greenstead-Juxta-Ongar with Stanford 
Rivers and Stapleford Tawney with Theydon 
Mount St Adnrew (Chelmsford).
Revd Stephen Race, Vicar, Dodworth St 
John; and Assistant Diocesan Director of 
Ordinands (Wakefield): to be Diocesan 
Director for Ordinands, remaining Vicar 
(same diocese).
Revd Richard Reakes, NSM (Assistant 
Curate), Shepton Mallet with Doulting 
(Bath & Wells): to be NSM (Assistant Priest), 
Evercreech with Chesterblade and Milton 
Clevedon (same diocese).
Revd Andrew Schofield, Priest-in-Charge, 
Duxford; and Priest-in-Charge, Hinxton; and 
Priest-in-Charge, Ickleton (Ely): to be Priest-
in-Charge Beetham St Michael (Carlisle).
Revd Anthony Sheeran, NSM (Assistant 
Curate), Mildmay Grove St Jude and St Paul 
(London): to be NSM (Assistant Priest), 
Dalston St Mark (same diocese).
Revd Preb Julian Smith, Priest-in-Charge, 
Wells with Horrington St Thomas (Bath 
& Wells): is now also Priest-in-Charge, 
Chewton Mendip with Ston Easton, Litton 
and Emborough (same diocese).
Revd Marcus Stewart (Canterbury): to be 
Chaplain, HM Prison Elmley (Canterbury).
Revd Richard Taylor, Rector, Weston Super 
Mare St John (Bath & Wells): is now also 
Rural Dean, Locking Deanery (same dio-
cese).
Revd David Thompson, Vicar, Lea St 
Christopher; and Warden to Pastoral 
Assistants (Blackburn): to be Priest-in-
Charge, Ringley with Prestolee St Saviour 
(Manchester).
Revd Preb John Thorogood, Rector, 
Dulverton and Brustford; and Rural Dean, 
Exmoor Deanery (Bath & Wells): is now also 
Priest-in-Charge, Brompton Regis, Upton 
and Skilgate (same diocese).
The Ven John Tiller, Local Ministry and 
Mission Adviser, Shrewsbury Episcopal 
Area (Lichfield): to be also Assistant Curate 
(Associate Minister), Meole Brace Holy 
Trinity (same diocese).
Revd Clive Todd, Priest-in-Charge, South 
Lawres Group (Lincoln): to be Priest-in-
Charge, Thanington, St Nicholas and St 
Faith; and Diocesan Director of Ordinands 
(Canterbury).
Revd Mark Turner, Retired (Lichfield): to 
be Local Ministry and Mission Adviser, 
Shrewsbury Episcopal Area (same diocese).
Revd Matthew Vernon, Chaplain, St John’s 
Cathedral, Hong Kong; and Priest-in-
Charge, Pokfulam Emmanuel (Hong Kong 
Sheng Kung Hui): to be Canon Pastor, St 
Edmundsbury Cathedral (St Eds & Ips).
Revd Daniel Watts, Assistant Curate, 
Paddock Wood (Rochester): to be Assistant 
Curate (Associate Minister), Harrogate St 
Mark; and Director, Children’s and Youth 
Ministries (Ripon & Leeds).
Revd John Wynburne, Rector, Beaconfield  
St Mary; and Area Dean, Amersham 
(Oxford): to be Vicar, Long Crendon with 
Chearsley and Nether Winchendon (same 
diocese).

Women have been 
appointed to the following 
posts:
Sharon Grenham-Toze to be Chaplain, HM 
Prison Woodhill (Oxford).
Carol Hayden, to be NSM (Associate 
Minister), Bury St Peter (Manchester).
Susanne Jukes, to be Chaplain, HM Prison 

Full Sutton (York), continuing as ADO 
(Ripon & Leeds).
Margaret Mattocks, to be Vicar, Burntwood 
Christ Church (Lichfield).
Patricia Ollive, to be Priest-in-Charge, 
Shapwick with Ashcott and Burtle (St 
Mary); and Priest-in-Charge, West Poldens 
(Bath & Wells).
Caroline O’Neill, to be Hon Chaplain, Partis 
College, Bath; and Chaplain, King Edward 
School Bath (Bath & Wells).
Susannah Reide, now Team Vicar, Cowley St 
James (Oxford).
Susan Rose, to be Priest-in-Charge, Cheddar 
St Andrew; and Priest-in-Charge, Rodney 
Stoke with Draycott St Leonard (Bath & 
Wells).
Jessica Swift, to be Assistant Curate 
(Associate Vicar), Barnsbury St Andrew 
(London).

Retirements and 
Resignations
The Ven Geoffrey Arrand, Archdeacon of 
Suffolk (St Eds and Ips): to retire with effect 
from 31 July 2009.
Revd Vivien Ashworth, Team Vicar, Yate New 
Town (Bristol): has resigned with effect 
from 30 November 2008.
Shirley Birch, NSM, Minster-in-Sheppey 
St Mary (Canterbury): to retire with effect 
from 31 January 2009.
Revd Anthony Callan-Travis, Team Vicar, 
Knaresborough (Ripon & Leeds): has retired 
with effect from 31 December 2008.
Revd Brian Gillett, Vicar, Baltonsborough 
with Butleigh, West Bradley and West 
Pennard (Bath & Wells): to retire with effect 
from 31 January 2009.
The Rt Revd Michael Hooper, Bishop of 
Ludlow (Hereford): to retire with effect 
from 30 June 2009.
Revd James Houghton, Vicar, Eastbourne 
St Michael and All Angels (Chichester): has 
retired.
Revd Adrian Leighton, Priest-in-Charge, 
Woore and Norton in Hales; and Local 
Ministry and Mission Adviser, Shrewsbury 
Episcopal Area (Lichfield): to retire with 
effect from 28 February 2009.
Revd Michael Stephen Malkinson, Rector, 
Balcombe (Chichester): to retire with effect 
from 31 January 2009.
Revd Simon Morgan, NSM, Fairwarp 
(Chichester): has resigned with effect from 
14 December 2008.
Pauline Shepherd, Priest-in-Charge, Yoxall 
(Lichfield): has retired with effect from 31 
December 2008.
Susan Suddaby, Priest-in-Charge, North 
Chapel with Ebernoe (Chichester): has 
retired with effect from 8 December 2008.
Revd Richard Terrell, Rector, West Coker 
with Hardington Mandeville, East Chinnock 
and Pendomer (Bath & Wells): to retire with 
effect from 28 February 2009.
Carolyn Waters, Priest-in-Charge, Stopham 
and Fittleworth (Chichester): has retired.
Revd Nigel Whinney, NSM (Assistant Priest), 
Ilminster and District (Bath & Wells): has 
retired with effect from 31 October 2008.

Lay and Other 
Appointments/
Resignations/Retirements
Dianne Cox, NSM (Assistant Curate), 
Osbaldwick with Murton (York): to be 
Chaplain, Aiglon International College, 
Switzerland.
Mr Julian Hodgson, Derbyshire County 
Council: to be Child Protection Adviser 
(Derby).
Mrs Michele Taylor (York): to be Deanery 
Missioner, Aston Deanery (Birmingham).
Mr John Underwood, Hon Canon, Gibraltar 
Cathedral (Europe): to be Canon Emeritus.
Revd Paul Williams, Assistant Curate 
(Associate Minister), Harlow St Mary 
and St Hugh with St John the Baptist 
(Chelmsford): to be Eurasia Churches 
Network Developer, Radstock Ministries.
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Here the Bruges Group exposes the policies 
that the EU wants to force on Britain over the 
coming year. These latest EU power grabs 

are the challenges that we must face in 2009 and are 
coming regardless of the fact that the EU Constitution/
Lisbon Treaty has been rejected in three referenda and 
has not been ratified.

ADDING MORE COSTS ON 
BUSINESS
More uncompetitive social-model 
Economic Policies
The EU plans to step-up its legislative agenda for a 
more ‘social’ Europe.
The European Commission is increasingly pushing for 
the agenda which it describes as ‘European values’ (as 
opposed to Anglo-saxon values) as powerful evidence 
of the EU’s commitment to the ‘social dimension.’

These policy proposals will make the economy of the 
EU even more uncompetitive in the global economy; 
and gives the lie to the claim that Europe is coming our 
way.

Commission Communication: Renewed social agenda: 
opportunities, access and solidarity in 21st century 
Europe COM(08) 412

EU TO FURTHER UNDERMINE 
FLEXIBLE LABOUR MARKETS
Trade union power to be expanded. 
The establishment of European Works Councils will 
enhance the power of trade unions and will mean 
employers shall be further hamstrung by EU law. This 
will make the EU less attractive to investors and drive 
jobs out of Britain to more adaptable labour markets, 
particularly those in Asia. 

This policy proposal comes on top Article 138 of the EC 
Treaty which lays down that the EU must consult with 
‘social partners’ (trade unions) when making social law. 

Draft Directive on the establishment of a European 
Works Council COM(08) 419

MORE EU UNDERMINING OF 
THE FREE MARKET
EU to further tie Britain’s hands in 
the area of social policy. 
The EU via Articles 136, 137, 140 and 144 of the EC 
Treaty has the power to force the UK to implement 
social measures. The EU wishes to expand its power 
here and produce more costly policies in the fields of 
social services, social security, housing and health care. 

Here the European Commission reaffirms its commit-
ment to make social policy issues the cornerstone and 
aim of all EU law making; leaving the elected British 
government with not very much to do in that impor-
tant area. 

Commission Communication: A renewed commitment 
to social Europe COM(08) 418

EU PLANS TO TAKE OVER THE 
FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY
EU proposals will see it force upon 
the UK its approach to tackling 
poverty. 
In the UK the issue on how best to tackle poverty and 
social exclusion has become an important debate; with 
different approaches and strategies emerging from the 
two main political parties. However, this debate in the 
UK will become less relevant as the EU plans to expand 
its power into this field. 

The European Commission is proposing that: 

n	it can begin dictating strategies for tacking poverty 

n	that member states must create a National 		
Implementation Body to apply the EU’s plans; along	
side that body should be National Advisory Group 

Draft Decision on the European Year for combating 
poverty and social exclusion (2010) COM(07) 797

FURTHER EU CONTROL OVER 
THE WORK LIFE BALANCE
EU plans changes to social security 
and leave from work. 
The European Union is intending to produce more 
laws to enforce its views on the work life balance. 
The proposed rules will see maternity leave, for both 
spouses and ‘life-partners’ increased. The spouses and 
‘life-partners’ will also be able to gain more access to 
social security. 

These measures will add more costs onto businesses 
and the taxpayer at a crucial time when they simply 

cannot be afforded. 

Commission Communication: A better work-life 
balance COM(08) 635

MORE EU CONTROL OVER 
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Eu Control Over Tackling The 
Financial Crisis
The European Commission is reinforcing its control over 
how the UK can handle the economic crisis. 

The EU is bolstering its rules on how and when state aid 
can be used to include how rescuing and restructur-
ing proposals are applied, managed and targeted. This 
means that there is not full UK democratic control over 
how financial institutions are rescued. 

Commission Communication: The application of state 
aid rules to measures taken in relation to financial 
institutions in the context of the current global financial 
crisis COM(08) 6045

EU CONTROL OVER 
ELECTRONIC PRE-PAYMENT 
PRODUCTS
Schemes which involve pre-payment shall be taken 
under EU Control. 

This may mean that the UK’s Oyster card scheme will in 
future be regulated by the European Commission. 

Draft Directive on the tacking up, pursuit and 
prudential supervision of the business of electronic 
money institutions COM(08) 627

THE EU AND THE NUCLEAR 
INDUSTRY
Eu Control Over The Management 
Of Nuclear Fuel
EU proposals seek to force the UK to store nuclear waste 
underground; rather than reprocessing the spent fuel. 

Britain may be forced to adopt the policy of geological 
storage of nuclear waste. This policy will undermine 
Britain’s reprocessing industry in favour of French style 
disposal of spent nuclear fuel. It will also lead to more 
EU control over Britain’s energy policy. 

Commission Report on radioactive waste and spent fuel 
management COM(08) 542

MORE EU CONTROL OVER 
NUCLEAR POWER
Nuclear security and safety will 
come further under the control of 
the EU. 
Instead of being under the democratic control of the 
British government; it is proposed that the EU will take 
more power over the nuclear industry. 

Commission Communication: Addressing the 
international challenge of nuclear safety and security 

COM(08) 312

MORE EU CONTROL OVER 
ENERGY POLICY
Eu Control Over The Response To 
High Oil Prices
The EU is seeking to govern how the UK can respond 
to increased fuel prices. 

The European Commission is against the cutting of 
taxes on fuel to offset high oil prices because they feel 
that this would ‘send the wrong signal’. Therefore, the 
EU wants member states to redistribute income, in 
particular to vulnerable groups who may be suffering 
from higher fuel costs, rather than reduce the price of 
fuel through the tax regime. 

OPEC has recently announced a cut-back in produc-
tion to again force up the cost of oil. Yet, these propos-
als will limit the freedom of movement of the British 
government to respond to future fuel shocks. 

Commission Communication: Facing the challenges of 
higher oil prices COM(08) 384

EU CONTROL OVER ASYLUM 
AND IMMIGRATION
Full EU control over immigration
The European Commission is re-doubling its efforts to 
develop a common immigration policy. 

The EU already has extensive powers over Britain’s 
immigration rules, but now wants to expand these 
powers. The European Union aims to; 

n	take over the coordination of immigration 

n	promote legal immigration into the UK 

n	control the fight against illegal immigration 

n	manage the security issues which arise from immi	
	 gration 

n	importantly the EU also wants to control how inte	
	 gration is handled 

The EU also aims to beef-up the powers of FRONTEX, 
its border agency, to implement the EU’s policies. 

Commission Communication: A common immigration 
policy for Europe: principles, actions and tools 
COM(08) 359

THE EU’s ASYLUM POLICIES
The EU aims to create the 
completion of a Common European 
Asylum System. 
The EU already controls the minimum standards for 
the treatment of asylum seekers, the minimum rules 
for granting and withdrawing refugee status and the 
minimum standards for granting temporary protec-
tion. The EU also controls the database recording 
asylum seekers details. Now it wishes to grab more 
power which will allow the EU to: 

n	establish a European Support Office to further con	

	 trol the policies of member states 

n	determine who is a refugee allowing the EU to 		
decide who should enter the UK 

n	make asylum more accessible 

n	grant more rights to those who qualify for subsidi		
ary protection 

n	make the system more responsive to gender and 		
	 other ‘vulnerable groups’ 

n	create a single procedure across all EU member 		
	 states, which will undermine the independence of 		
	 the UK’s legal system in that area 

The EU also wants to give refugees easier access to the 
labour market. This is bound to increase the number of 
fraudulent asylum applications and increase economic 
migration making unemployment in Britain even 
higher. 

Commission Communication: Policy plan on asylum 
– an integrated approach to protection across the EU 
COM(08) 360

AN EU THREAT TO CONSUMER 
RIGHTS
More EU Control Over Contract Law
Under EU proposals the right of British consumers to 
reject defective goods and products that are of unsuita-
ble quality and get their money back will be abolished. 

Furthermore, the consumer would lose their right to 
decide whether sub-standard merchandise should be 
repaired or replaced; instead the EU wants this preroga-
tive to be given to the trader. This will reduce the power 
of the consumer. 

Draft Directive on consumer rights COM(08) 614

MORE EU CONTROL OVER 
TRANSPORT
EU Control Over Charges Placed On 
Heavy Good Vehicles
The EU wishes to control how and when ‘green’ stealth 
taxes are placed on heavy goods vehicles. 
The Levying of tolls and congestion charges will be 
coming under the control of EU rules. Such charges will 
have to be made according to a complex methodology 
decided in Brussels. The EU proposals will add costs 
onto Britain’s haulage industry for little, or no, environ-
mental benefit. As this is in effect a stealth tax it shows 
that the tax ‘redline’ is little more than a myth. 
The proposals will also allow the EU to further define 
which routes are to be considered Trans-European Road 
Networks. 
Draft Directive on the charging of heavy goods vehicles 
COM(08) 436

EU CONTROL OVER CAR TYRES
EU to place more costs onto the car 
industry and drivers. 
The EU is to change the type of tyres that cars can have. 
It is also proposing to make it mandatory for all cars to 
have tyre pressure monitoring systems installed. The 
costs of the draft regulation are expected to be around 
€200 million. 

Draft Regulation concerning type-approval 
requirements for the general safety of motor vehicles 
COM(08) 316

EU TO PLACE COSTS ON PUBLIC 
SECTOR TRANSPORT
Under EU proposals the 
procurement of transport by the 
public sector will have to be based 
on the amount of CO2 the vehicle 
emits. 
The European Union’s obsession with carbon dioxide 
will place more costs on the public sector, public trans-
port and in particular local government; which may 
have to bear costs in the hundreds of millions as a result 
of EU proposals. 

Revised Draft Directive on the promotion of clean and 
energy efficient road transport vehicles COM(07) 817

MORE EU CONTROL OVER 
AVIATION SAFETY
European Union proposals seek to 
take more power over the safety of 
airports, air traffic management and 
air navigation services. 

THE EU’S PLANS 
FOR 2009

The costs that Brussels wants to force 
onto Britain in the coming year
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